
 

Four Mayors Statement: 

 

At an urgent meeting of four northern Kosovo mayors, held late last night in Mitrovica North, in relation to 

intensified protests of Kosovo Albanians against the Serb Minister in Kosovo Government, Aleksandar Jablanovic 

(and in spite his public apology), as well as due to announced mass demonstrations on Saturday in Pristina, and 

other Kosovo cities as well, which also included the issue of Trepca, it has been assessed that the political and 

security situation throughout Kosovo and Metohija, and especially in areas inhabited with majority Serb community, 

has suddenly deteriorated, up to a level where it requires for the international community to take urgent measures 

and protect not only the Serb Minister in the Kosovo Government, but the entire Serb people in Kosovo and 

Metohija, thus avoiding, according to many assessments, an almost certain scenario of escalation of violence in 

coming days, even months. 

  

Since recently, there has been a dangerous switch of arguments at the public scene of Kosovo and Metohija. Instead 

of urgent and ambitious resolving of essential economic issues, following months-long institutional crisis, which 

target all Kosovo residents, regardless of their ethnic background, the poverty and lack of perspective of the citizens, 

primarily of youth, have been abused by political and partisan revanchism instead, and all this in order to re-instigate 

ethnic hatred 15 years after the war, again – one nation turned against the other. 

  

Instead of re-instigating interethnic tolerance and pave the way towards interethnic reconciliation, for the first time 

that Serbia and Serb people in Kosovo and Metohija, and all this after March 17, 2004, strongly support joint 

governing in institutions in Kosovo and Metohija, and all of us Serb representatives try hard to carry on with our 

new duties proactively, with this latest, but already witnessed scenarios, someone is trying to open the proverbial 

bottle and let the genie of ethnic hatred and violence out. 

  

The Serb Minister in the Kosovo Government, Aleksandar Jablanovic apologized publically a number of times to 

the Djakovica mothers and all those offended by his statement, and all this in spite the fact that he had used a 

derogatory name only for those who, on Christmas Eve, for who knows how many times since 1999, used stones to 

prevent Orthodox displaced believers from Djakovica to enter their church and bring in the Christmas tree. Except 

for an official public apology, he apologized a number of times through Kosovo media as a human and explained 

that it was never his intention to insult, that he was raised to respect his own mother before all, as well as all other 

mothers, that he was very young and far away from Djakovica when all the violence during the war occurred. He 

apologized as a human for reacting as a human immediately after the incident on Christmas Eve, a holy day for Serb 

people, shocked with a fact that year after year since 1999 a group of believers – IDPs, was prevented with stones 

and insults to, once a year, pay a visit to their hometown and enter their church. 

  

Not only that in past days we have witnessed protest rallies of numerous organizations and associations against our 

Minister, but these continued even after the public apology he addressed. Moreover, even larger mass and more 

radical demonstrations are being announced. Yesterday’s speech of Mrs. Kumnova in Decani, that Kosovo media 



reported on, in which she had mentioned “genocide”, “criminals”, “chauvinists” and, before all, incorrect and 

significantly overblown numbers of killed Albanians, raped Albanian women, refugees, missing persons, the Serb 

community considers to be not only insulting, but also a call to lynch an entire people, precisely as in public lynch in 

1999 when, after the international peacekeeping forces entered the territory and Albanian refugees returned, severe 

crimes and tragedies against the Serb people in Kosovo and Metohija happened, all the way to the most difficult 

wounds in hearts of Serbs – the Yellow House; Nis Express bus bombing, carrying Serb returnees; killing of 

harvesters in Staro Gracko village; killing of children in Gorazdevac; an RPG attack against a UNHCR bus carrying 

Serbs back to their enclaves; killing of Dimitrije Popovic; the March (2004) pogrom… 

  

Even a single victim is one too many, regardless of their ethnic background. In that sense the numbers are irrelevant, 

but the numbers are important in the most sacred battle, besides the one for every human life, and this is a battle for 

truth and a battle for remaining lives. Even a single false victim is for the second time taking life of a true victim, 

killing all others who remained. We call upon the entire public not to use dangerous and immoral speculations on 

the number of victims, but to speak of them using valid information. Data collected by the Humanitarian Law 

Center, the Human Rights Watch, international missing persons commissions may help in that sense. 

  

We call on Kosovo Albanians taking part in organizing of protests these days in Kosovo and Metohija: What is the 

message for your Serb neighbors in this situation? Is it that, regardless of what they do, on how cooperative they 

might be, being quiet about their human and national rights being violated and humiliate themselves, they will never 

be welcome, safe and respected? What is the message for ‘common’, ‘small’, neglected Serbs in villages, settlements 

and other small municipalities in Kosovo and Metohija, looking at a public lynch of a young Serb Minister in your 

government? 

  

We urgently call on all Kosovo Albanian representatives currently engaged in organizing protests all over Kosovo 

and Metohija and announcing more – to stop with this public lynch of a legally elected representatives of Serb 

people in the Kosovo Government, while on Kosovo government representatives we call to publically protect their 

colleague. 

  

The issue of Trepca has been ‘embedded’ into the protests allegedly against Minister JAblanovic, an issue that is of 

utmost sensitivity and importance to all sides. Drawing these issues that additionally destabilize sensitivity of the 

northern Kosovo into political agenda of settling scores and positioning is dangerous. The bridge on Ibar is still the 

hotspot of Kosovo and Metohija. Nothing can happen in the rest of Kosovo and Metohija without reflecting on the 

bridge between two communities living in Mitrovica North and South. The past can attest to that, as well as past 

‘Kosovo springs’, including the bitter event from past summer. 

  

The Serb community will remain restrained, as it has been so far. But it does not mean that we are to allow ‘hunt’ 

against Serbs, such as we had in the past. Therefore, we call on international, and Kosovo government 

representatives as well, to immediately engage in calming down of tensions and ensure freedom and security for 



Serb people in Kosovo and Metohija and thus avoid this, for many almost certain, scenario of escalation of violence 

in following days, and months. 

  

Three years ago, with the international community assistance, the two people have opened a way to negotiations and 

a chance for peace in Brussels. Since then, a dialogue was established. This dialogue has no alternative. Therefore, it 

is immensely important to respect dignity and integrity of the Serb Minister in the government of Kosovo and 

Metohija and the Serb people themselves. Therefore, it is immensely important that the issue of the mine and the 

complex it belongs to, and before all, the people who made their living out of it and should be able to continue doing 

so, meaning – us all – be discussed in Brussels, with our joint support. Let the atmosphere relax before the talks 

scheduled for February 9. Let give some space to representatives of both governments so they could talk in peace. 
 


